IDO BRUNO TO STEP DOWN AS DIRECTOR OF ISRAEL MUSEUM, JERUSALEM
IN LATE 2021
Jerusalem, Israel, May 27, 2021: After four years as Director of the Israel Museum,
Professor Ido Bruno has announced that he will be stepping down by the end of this
year. During his tenure, the Museum embarked on a strategic plan to build upon its
institutional legacy and create a long-term vision for its future. Professor Bruno also
helped the Museum navigate the impacts of the pandemic while maintaining its staff
and balancing its budget.
Over the coming months, Professor Bruno will continue to work with the Museum's
Board of Directors to advance its long-term strategic goals, while also paving the way
for a new director. In a statement to the Museum staff, Bruno noted that after such
meaningful years as the Museum's Director, he will be moving on to new endeavors.
Prof. Bruno: "The Israel Museum is the most important cultural institution in Israel
and among the world’s leading museums, so it has been my great privilege to stand at
its helm. Together with the Museum’s exceptional team of curators, we enhanced the
stature of Israeli art within the Museum, while also nurturing the Museum’s enormous
potential for interdisciplinary research and exhibitions. During my tenure, I initiated
a pioneering strategic plan for the Museum and improved essential work procedures,
while encouraging diversity of opinion, nurturing excellence, and mobilizing
resources in Israel and abroad. This past year was one of the most difficult in the
Museum's history due to COVID-19. Nevertheless, we did not lay off a single employee
and succeeded in balancing the Museum’s budget for 2020 and for the following year.
The Museum has been able to return to full operations following the end of the COVID
crisis in Israel. In recent months, we have opened exciting new exhibitions, welcomed
tens of thousands of visitors back to the Museum, and received new donations and
philanthropic support from friends and supporters in Israel and abroad. Now that I’m
ready to move to the next chapter of my professional life, I feel great satisfaction with
what has been achieved, and have enormous faith in the future of the Israel Museum."
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Israel Museum Adv. Isaac Molho:
“The Board of Directors of the Israel Museum expresses its deep gratitude to Professor
Ido Bruno for his dedicated and professional leadership during his four years as
Director of the Museum, which enabled the Museum to continue to expand its
collections and implement an outstanding exhibition program, year after year. In
recognition of his valuable work on the Museum's long-term planning, the Board of
Directors has requested that Professor Bruno continue to work with the Board in the
coming months in order to crystalize the strategic plan that he spearheaded, to help
with a seamless transition for future leadership, and to consolidate the necessary
resources for its future implementation."

About The Israel Museum, Jerusalem
The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, is Israel’s foremost cultural institution and one of the
world’s leading encyclopedic museums. Founded in 1965, the Museum’s terraced 20acre campus houses a wide-ranging collection of art and archaeology of world-class
status. Its holdings include the world’s most comprehensive collections of the
archaeology of the Holy Land, and Jewish Art and Life, as well as significant and
extensive holdings in the Fine Arts, the latter encompassing 10 separate departments:
Israeli Art; European Art; Modern Art; Contemporary Art; Prints and Drawings;
Photography; Design and Architecture; Asian Art; the Arts of Africa and Oceania; and
the Arts of the Americas. The campus also includes the Shrine of the Book, which
houses the 2,000-year-old Dead Sea Scrolls, the world’s oldest biblical manuscripts;
an extensive model of Jerusalem in the Second Temple Period; the Billy Rose Art
Garden; and a dynamic Youth Wing for Art Education whose educational programs
attract over 100,000 children every year. In just over 50 years, the Museum has built
a far-ranging collection of nearly 500,000 objects through an unparalleled legacy of
gifts and support from a wide circle of friends and patrons throughout the world. The
Museum also embraces a dynamic program of some 20–25 new exhibitions a year,
and a rich annual program of publications, educational activities, and special cultural
events that reach out to every sector of the population.
For more information, please contact:
Catherine Coughlin / Julia Exelbert
Resnicow and Associates, New York
ccoughlin@resnicow.com / jexelbert@resnicow.com
+1 212.671.5162 / +1 212.671.5155

